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Letter of Father Paul Ragueneau to the Very Rev-
erend Father General, Vincent Caraffa.

OUR VERY REVEREND FATHER IN CHRIST,
Pax Christi.

Last year, we received no letters from
Europe; not even from Qnebec did any reply come
to those letters which I wrote, fully describing the
condition of our affairs. As before, the hand of God
has continually stricken us. Yet we complain not,
nor do we cry: Miseremini mei, saltern, vos amid mei;
because we rather are glad, and always rejoice, for
these evils by which God permits us to be tried
result in blessing to all of us who are here, and to
our church; and by them he certainly crowns us,
rather than casts us down.

Your Paternity has learned from my last letter of
the precious death, or rather martyrdom, of our
Fathers,— Father Antoine Daniel, Father Jean de
Brebeuf, and Father Gabriel Lallement,— whom the
savage Iroquois cruelly snatched from this growing
Church, slaying each of these pastors with his
Christian flock, as he watched over his own.

Toward the close of this same past year, 1649, two
other Fathers suffered a like death, at their posts,—
Father Charles Gamier, an apostolic man, who cer-
tainly was born for the salvation of those peoples,
and to whose complete holiness nothing was lacking;
and his companion, Father Noel Chabanel, who had


